collecting and proving the facts of a forensic investigation, to which the law is to be applied. Thus a process which is known to be much favored by the production of gas. 6. The seasons of summer and winter produce at least a month's difference in the period at which the changes occur.
7. Saponification is often prevented in summer by the floating of the body. 8. Integrity of the skin is essential to the saponification of the whole body. 9. Saponification and desiccation occur more readily, caeterisparibus, in young subjects, and in those abounding in fat.
It was observed by M. Orfila, that putrefaction is less rapid in the water of privies. This fact is attributed by Devergie to the presence of a large quantity of ammonia, which retards the liquid putrefaction, but favours the production of adipocere. He arranges the different media with reference to their power of favouring putrefaction in the following order:*?Air, manure, the water of privies, stagnant water, running water, earth.
We cannot follow the author through his account of the changes which particular organs and tissues undergo during their immersion in water. He mentions the curious fact, that the pultaceous matter into which the brain is converted may find its way into the veins, and even reach the vena cava. We must find room, however, for the following table of the changes characteristic of particular periods. The reader will bear in mind that it is applicable only to bodies submersed during the winter months. The author has not as yet been enabled to construct a similar tabular arrangement of the changes which take place during the summer; but he has made a few general observations worthy of attention. In the course of ten or twelve days in summer, putrefaction has been as far advanced as we generally find it after six weeks in winter. The face is puffed and of a brownish colour, the eyelids are swollen, and the lips voluminous. The whole body also is more or less swollen, the skin bears an opaline tint; a green spot may be observed upon the sternum, and the epidermis of the hands is quite soddened. Thus, there is a difference of at least twenty-two days in the time requisite for producing these appearances. The other observations we shall put into the form of a table.
In Summer. took it up, but that she fainted, and that it then fell from her arms.
The woman was of low stature, and the distance between the os externum and the ground was too short for the first fall of the infant to have produced the lesions in the head; but they were more likely to have been caused by the fall from the arms. Such was the substance of the first report. A subsequent report stated that an examination of the pelvis of the mother had proved it to be large, and that the funis attached to the placenta was thirty-two inches in length; circumstances which explained both the sudden expulsion of the child, and its falling to the ground without any check. The extract from the requisition to the procureur du roi stated that the mother was delivered when alone in her chamber, that her child fell upon the ground, and cried; that she took it up, and opened the door to ask her younger sister for a pair of scissors; that, having obtained them, she closed the door, went to her bed, and then lost her consciousness, at which time her infant must have fallen a second time; and that, when she recovered her senses, she cut the funis, and placed the child upon the bed, but it was no longer living.
M. Marc characterizes this case as one of a most obscure description. He thinks it possible that the funis may have twice encircled the neck, though the furrow did not correspond to the ordinary size of the cord. Strangely enough, he omits to mention what was the circumference of the cord in this particular case. Strangulation, however, he considers to have been quite out of the question; and he attributes the death to the injuries of the head, the severity of which he explains by supposing that the mother might have thrown her infant down in the convulsive motions of syncope. With reference to the section of the cord being so near the umbilicus, he only observes that there were no indications of umbilical hemorrhage.
Devergie criticises the conclusions of the reporters, and expresses his own opinion in favour of the charge of infanticide: 1st, because the funis could not possibly have produced the fraying (eraillement) of the epidermis, the ecchymosis of the skin and cellular membrane, and so narrow an impression; and, 2dly, because the alleged fall of the infant from the horizontal position in the arms of the mother would not account for so severe an injury of the bones of the cranium. With respect to the suggestion that the child might have 
